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INT. GROCERY STORE - DAY.

GIRL and GUY enter grocery store. Guy picks up shopping

basket. He appears slightly anxious and in a rush. They

walk.

GUY

I’m just saying. Put yourself in

her shoes and imagine how that

canvasser feels right now.

GIRL

But how was I rude? The girl asked

for a moment of my time to help

world peace,

GUY

Yeah,

GIRL

And I said PEACE.

GUY

Yeah that was kinda mean.

GIRL

Please. If they weren’t earning a

cut for each pledge, those trust

fund kids wouldn’t give a crap

about my point of view. Why should

I stop and care about theirs?

Anyways, you’re the one in such a

hurry this morning.

GUY

Because we’re already late.

GIRL

Our friends are never on time for

brunch.

GUY

I don’t like to keep people

waiting. Just want to get a few

things. Eggs. That’s one measure of

a good brunch. There should always

be way too many eggs.

As they pass magazines, Girl picks up a fashion magazine.

GUY

C’mon, no reading hour today.
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GIRL

I just need a minute to see what’s

hip real quick. (Flips through

mag.)

GUY

Just buy it then.

GIRL

Nah. You know I don’t endorse

anorexia.

GUY

(Nudging her impatiently.) Walk.

They walk quickly down an aisle while Girl flips through

magazine and Guy hunts for eggs.

GIRL

Rugged, shaggy haired, contributing

photographer in designer khaki with

adorable scrappy kids...

GUY

Where would eggs be? I never

understood the layout of this

place...

GIRL

Quirky couple running creative

business out of converted water

tower...

GUY

Good for them.

GIRL

Aging socialite who’s still got

it...

GUY

Good for her.

GIRL

And a fifty thousand dollar

"rustic" wedding. Ugh.

GUY

So what?

Girl shoves the magazine onto any nearby shelf.
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GUY

I don’t get why you read those if

they bug you so much.

GIRL

The difference between you and me

is, I like to be disappointed by

things that are supposed to impress

me. It makes me feel better about

myself.

GUY

You don’t seem better.

Guy finds eggs and picks up three dozen and moves on.

GIRL

Did you get organic free range?

GUY

Yeah. Why?

GIRL

Because they’re better.

GUY

Right. Eat better, feel better. For

you, fashion mags are expired

bologna. You should stick with

stuff that makes you feel good.

GIRL

I do that too.

They pass a prominent Earth Day display with elaborate

signage and donation bucket. Girl stops. Guy grabs some

nearby greens.

GIRL (CONT’D)

Now this is just stupid. I hate

these things. A ten dollar pledge

to help save the earth? I am the

earth.

GUY

Kale, or chard?

GIRL

This planet does not need more

money, y’know? It needs more deep

breaths.
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GUY

Look, Mother Earth, you want to

make a difference? Let’s go to

brunch and end local hunger. I’m

starving, and people are waiting on

us.

Girl notices Guy is sweating. She feels his forehead.

GIRL

Are you ok? You’re all sweaty.

GUY

(Pulling away.)

I’m ok. I just want to get this

stuff and get going. Chard okay?

Girl wrinkles her nose.

GUY (CONT’D)

Get whatever you want. Whatever

puts you in a good mood.

Girl pulls away.

GIRL

I’m the one in a bad mood? What’s

wrong?

GUY

Nothing’s wrong. It’s a Saturday

afternoon. Life is good. It’s Earth

Day, and you snip at the

canvassers. People are waiting on

us, and you stop to look at

magazines that you don’t even like.

You find something to gripe about,

even if it’s just people trying to

save the world. So they want to do

it by standing out there trying to

get strangers to care. So what?

GIRL

Do you think I’m an unhappy person?

GUY

No. I wish you were happy more

often... It feels like the real

you. I love it when you’re happy.

You’re more fun.

Girl gives this some thought.
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GIRL

I am?

GUY

Of course. Why else would I want to

spend the rest of my life with you?

GIRL

Fine! We’ll donate something.

(Reaching into her purse.) I’m

sorry, I don’t mean to be bitter. I

just don’t think our ten bucks is

(the best way)

GUY (OVER)

Woah woah woah, did you hear what I

just said?

GIRL

Yeah, and you’re right. About the

bologna magazines. I hate them, I

shouldn’t even pick them up.

Guy waits for his confession to sink in.

GIRL

And about me snipping. I know. I

need to work on it.

Girl takes money and throws it in the donation container.

GIRL

In the future though, I’m really

not okay with dropping money in

buckets. Cause you don’t know how

much actually goes to helping.

GUY

I just told you I want to spend the

rest my life with you.

GIRL

Don’t say nice things just to make

me feel better. It never works.

She turns and walks purposefully toward the exit.

GUY

Where are you going?

GIRL

To apologize.
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GUY

To who?

GIRL

That canvasser out front. I see

your point and I want to make it

right.

GUY

Now?

GIRL

(Calling back.)

What better time?

Guy drops to one knee, clutching his stomach.

GUY

(calling out)

Maybe on a day when I’m not trying

to take you to brunch and propose

to you in front of all our friends

and family?

Girl turns to him.

GUY (CONT’D)

I think I’m going to be sick.

Girl runs back to him.

GIRL

You’re messing with me. You were

really going to do that?

GUY

Yeah...

GIRL

Oh my god. We’re getting married.

GUY

We are?

GIRL

Aren’t we? Wait. This is a joke.

GUY

It’s not a joke.

GIRL

Prove it.
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GUY

Fine. Marry me!

GIRL

Wait, where’s the ring?

GUY

This isn’t how I planned - your dad

has it. They’re all waiting.

GIRL

My parents are there?

GUY

Everone’s there.

Guy feels sick again, realizing he blew the surprise.

GUY (CONT’D)

And I just ruined it. They have,

like cameras set up and everything.

GIRL

(Pulling Guy up to his feet.)

Pull yourself together! Nobody has

to know. Ask me again when we get

there and I’ll act surprised.

That’ll be our adorable proposal

story, on Earth Day. Awww...

GUY

Cuz you’ll say yes, you said?

GIRL

Of course!

GUY

Ok. Wait - I mean - to play it off,

like in front of everyone, or like,

for real?

GIRL

For real.

Girl pulls guy toward the exit.

GUY

Wait.

He stops and pulls her to him. They kiss.
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THE END


